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When asked about the effects of the French Revolution, the late Chou En-Lai, as charming and

sophisticated as he was without scruple, is alleged to have said, ‘It is too soon to tell.’ He

probably never said it, however, which is rather a pity because it is so witty and, in a

sense, true. The effects of any historical event stretch indefinitely into the future and

therefore achieve no finality, which is why history constantly requires and undergoes revision

even without the need of a totalitarian dictator, such as Stalin or Mao, to write people into

or out of it according to the latest pattern of favour and disfavour. History will come to an

end only with the extinction of the human race, and not with the triumph everywhere of liberal

democracy, or of anything else for that matter.  more>>>
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