
Are  the  Years  of  Madness
Ending?
By Victor Davis Hanson

Never in U.S. history has a president-elect been welcomed as
the real president before his January 20 inauguration. And
never has the incumbent president so willingly surrendered his
last two months in office and all but abdicated—to the relief
of his nation and the rest of the world.

One  reason  so  many  are  welcoming  Trump’s  return  is  the
universally desperate hope that his election spelled an end to
a collective madness at home and its ripples abroad during the
last four years. And why not?

Nations overseas had never quite witnessed anything like the
lethal  August  2021  American  flight  from  Afghanistan.  That
utter humiliation and impotence of the U.S. military likely
signaled  to  Russia  there  would  be  no  consequences  if  it
invaded Ukraine—and it did; to Iran that it could now unleash
Hamas and Hezbollah on Israel—and it did; and to China that it
could daily threaten Taiwan and send a spy balloon across the
United States with impunity—and it did.

The result was the current global chaos perhaps not seen since
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the late 1930s when a confused United States was similarly a
bystander to the rise of bellicose regimes and wars. The Biden
administration shrugged that the Red Sea, the Black Sea, the
South  China  Sea,  the  Straits  of  Hormuz,  and  the  Eastern
Mediterranean Sea all became dangerous to the U.S. Navy and
unsafe to world shipping.

A disparate group of nuclear and near-nuclear powers—Russia,
China, North Korea, and Iran—are either at war with Western
allies or threatening war with them. Their confidence was
predicated on the assumption that the U.S. after 2020 was
engaged in a Maoist-like cultural revolution that warred on
its own security, energy, military, universities, and social
unity—and would continue with a second Biden term.

The Biden-era cultural revolution has done great damage to the
United  States.  The  U.S.  border  was  systematically  and
deliberately destroyed to allow some 10-12 million illegal
entrants to pour into the U.S. without legality or background
checks. Never has an outgoing administration spitefully sold
taxpayer-purchased border wall material for pennies on the
dollar—rather than see it used for the purposes for which it
was purchased.

Never had the U.S. experienced such an immigrant surge. And
never had more than 50 million, and over 15 percent of the
resident American population been foreign-born.

Why did Biden and Alejandro Mayorkas erase the border? What
madness and hate drove them to dismantle federal immigration
law? Was it sheer nihilism? Or a desperate but calculated
effort to alter American demography for political purposes?

For four years, the public, elected officials, and pundits
have all warned that Joe Biden was dangerously cognitively
challenged and indeed completely unfit to fulfill the duties
of the presidency.

A long-suffering nation winced as Biden slurred his words,



spoke in unintelligible sound bites, stood frozen and mute,
screamed  at  and  libeled  half  the  country,  tripped,  fell,
wandered aimlessly, became bewildered, and more or less proved
a global embarrassment. All knew Biden was not able to run the
country; yet none knew exactly who was actually in charge of
America  in  his  stead.  The  Obamas?  Leftists  like  Bernie
Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, the Squad, Jill Biden, and the
Biden staff?

Our  allies  worried  that  the  usually  resilient  American
president was now all but demented. Our enemies enjoyed these
leaderless years of opportunity. And the left serially misled
the  public  that  the  decrepit  Biden,  whom  they  feared  in
private was senile, was “dynamic,” “energic,” and “fit as a
fiddle.”

Never  has  a  president  so  deserved  to  be  removed  by  the

25th Amendment or through impeachment and conviction. And never
has even his inner circle finally but silently agreed as they
left office, the very enablers who had done their political
best to mask his dementia for four long years.

Rarely have the FBI, the CIA, the IRS, the Department of
Justice, and the Pentagon become weaponized and so flagrantly
and with impunity broken the law, abandoned their mission
statements,  and  served  political  agendas  rather  than  the
American people. Not since the J. Edgar Hoover era has the FBI
hierarchy  serially  lied  under  oath,  stonewalled  Congress,
forged  a  court  affidavit,  or  partnered  with  the  media  to
suppress the news. Has the FBI ever raided an ex-president’s
home, spied on parents at school board meetings, monitored
Catholics, or tried to terrify and harass pro-life activists?

Never has the justice system, from local to state to national
jurisdictions, so systematically and coordinately, sought to
bankrupt, render inert, and jail an ex-president and current
presidential candidate.



Never  has  a  presidential  family  so  brazenly  profited  by
selling its influence to foreign interests. Never has it used
the powers of the FBI and DOJ to cover up its crimes and to
ensure the family filial bagman would be for years exempted by
the  DOJ  and  later  pardoned  by  the  president  himself,  the
father  of  the  family  miscreant  and  privy  to  the  family
syndicate’s illegal activities.

Seldom has a president and his administration sought to fuel a
veritable cultural revolution to change the fabric of the
nation  by  institutionalizing  a  third,  transexual  gender,
violating  civil  rights  law,  and  systematically  admitting,
hiring, and promoting Americans on the basis of their race and
gender.

Never  since  the  Civil  War  era  had  local  and  state
insurrectionist  governments  established  600  nullification
zones, in which they vowed to break federal law and consider
it  null  and  void  within  their  jurisdictions.  Never  have
rioters looted, burned, killed, assaulted, and occupied large
swaths of cities for over 120 days, and largely with impunity.

Never had the U.S. Treasury borrowed so much money so quickly
and owed $37 in national debt—and been so intent on borrowing
continuously nearly $2 trillion a year in annual deficits.

Never has a political party sought to systematically violate
long-standing traditions, customs, and often the law itself to
destroy a political opponent: hiring a foreign national to
spread smears among the media and bureaucracies, impeaching a
president twice, trying an ex-president in the Senate, seeking
to remove a presidential candidate from 16 state ballots,
using five different judicial jurisdictions to try an ex-
president,  and  serially  so  defaming  a  candidate  and  ex-
president as a dictator, fascist, and Nazi to create a climate
that encouraged two near-miss assassination attempts on him.

In sum, for the last four years, the world has watched aghast



as the United States lost its collective mind and became a
radical Jacobin revolutionary society.

So why is there not a sense of almost ecstatic relief, not
just among conservatives but even among Democrats, that the
years of darkness and madness are ending?

The global public believes that the United States will again
become lawful, have a secure border, return as a beacon of
free-market economics, protect its allies, deter its enemies,
win over its neutrals, return to the rule of law, restore the
professionalism and prestige of its government agencies, check
predatory nations abroad with a new deterrent military, and
prepare to lead the world in energy production, exploration of
space, and scientific and technology development.
Summed  up,  the  welcomed  counterrevolution  is  one  of
restoration—to dream again that nothing is impossible, and the
dreary age of stasis, envy, cynicism, and nihilism is ending,
replaced again by a world without limits. No one knows quite
what is ahead, but all know that it is at least better already
than the current nightmare.
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