A Ramble

by Michael Shindler (November 2024)

The Artist’s Garden at Giverny (Claude Monet, 1900)

A ramble in the briar green,

Borrowed words bought in better times,
A boy and a girl in a bewitching scene,
Which recollection like an ivy climbs,

The sweet swinging of the pendulum-mind
From head to heart to hope,

From mood to mood,

Ever consoling and never consigned,
Wearying of want and of wanting wooed:

These things a clock cannot erase
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Nor by a patience pardon
Nor hide in the night.

These things are written on the face

Of a bust in the garden
Of earthly delight.
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