
Amanuensis

by John RC Potter (January 2025)

St Dunstan at work, from Smaragdus of St Mihiel’s
Expositio  in  Reglam  S  Benedicti,  England
(Canterbury),  c.  1170–80
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Always present in the background,
more cast in shadow than in light;
praying at the glorious feet,
of one adored but newly found.
Ears listening for scattered knowledge,
with hands busily scribing away;
from the dark to the first light of day,
in the act of serving another.
There is a vision but, alas, no sight,
but see what the artist has created:
fine artwork due to the amanuensis,
illuminating always in the senses.
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