Bill, Hillary, Mr. Chagoury
and Hezbollah

by Rebecca Bynum (aAugust 2016)

As was recently reported, a new batch of emails from Hillary Clinton’s State Department

have been obtained by Judicial Watch. One read, as related by CNN,

In a 2009 email, [Douglas] Band directs Abedin and Mills to put Gilbert
Chagoury, a Lebanese-Nigerian billionaire and Clinton Foundation donor, in

contact with the State Department’s “substance person” on Lebanon.

“We need Gilbert Chagoury to speak to the substance person re Lebanon,”

Band Africa Energy Intelligence, one of a series of influential energy

industry newsletters. “He [Chagoury] was the gatekeeper to Abacha’s

presidency,” Vasset says.

In many African countries, a Western entrepreneur might hand over money to
a fixer or middleman, who would then pass it on to a political leader in
exchange for support for a business venture. In Nigeria, Vasset explains,
Chagoury was just such a figure in the mid-1990s, when Abacha ruled the

country and held the key to much of the country’s oil wealth.

From his earliest days in power, Abacha set the tone for an administration

that would become the most corrupt in Nigeria's history. Today, more than a
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decade after the dictator’s death, investigators from Washington DC to the
Nigerian capital of Abuja are still unraveling the web of shady dealings

around Abacha’s rule.

Within months of taking office in 1993, Abacha began to divert money from

Nigeria’s central bank to American Mid-East Coalition for Trump. Her latest
book is here.
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