Hungary Sets Up a State
Authority to Rewrite History

by Thomas Orszag-Land (sanuary 2014)

1-he physical destruction of European Jewry during the Nazi era has been probably the []

most thoroughly documented disaster in all human history. A huge proportion of the eyewitness
accounts, expert analyses and artistic depiction of that catastrophe pertains to the organized
murder of close to 600,000 Hungarian citizens of Jewish birth perpetrated by the Hungarian
state in collaboration with Nazi Germany. This happened at the close of the Second World War

when an Allied victory was already obvious.

Randolph L. Braham, the doyen of Holocaust studies and once a youth survivor of a Hungarian
slave-labour camp, has assembled and classified the thousands of books and articles generated
by the Hungarian Holocaust and made them accessible through an invaluable bibliography. It is
accompanied by a magisterial encyclopaedia, edited by Braham and introduced by the Nobel
laureate Elie Wiesel, an Auschwitz survivor, chronicling the wartime fate of thousands of
ravaged Jewish communities. Both authors are enormously influential American historians of

Hungarian origin well disposed towards post-Communist Hungary.
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