
I  have  this  thing  buttoned
up; but I don’t think it’s
art
by Esmerelda Weatherwax (February 2011)

London Pearly King. They were originally
families of costermongers who decorated
their suits with rows of mother of pearl
buttons.  The  idea  has  spread  out  of
London and out of the vegetable trade
and  these  days  the  Pearlies  main
activity  is  charity  work.  The  Pearly
King of Upminster was helping fundraise
for  an  Essex  hospice  that  day.  Do
foreign  museums  examine  with  interest
the folk art of the Cockney artisan?
here and (28th Jan) comes the news that there is another health concern around the seeds. The

paint used may contain lead. While this is unlikely to be a danger to visitors to The Tate it

could be a concern for all those paintresses in Jingdezhen who practised their craft so

diligently.

 

 

 

To comment on this article, please click here.

If you enjoyed this piece and would like to read more by
Esmerelda Weatherwax, please click here.
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