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]:slam is not a hieratic mystery, where only the initiated, a
special priesthood, can possibly understand. It is, rather,
sufficiently grasped by more than a billion people, who save
for a handful, have been born into it, and have grown up in
societies suffused with 1it, societies where it 1is
impermissible to question Islam, to ponder whether its
directives make moral or intellectual sense, and where any
open display of questioning is punished, and any open
admission of apostasy can result, in many cases, in a death
sentence carried out not necessarily by the Musliim state, but
left up to the informal meting out of Muslim justice by
Believers quick to take offense.
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