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I made the assertion that most Muslims who are rational, moral,
humble, and God-fearing ignore or are unaware of the suggestions and
mandates of the realities of Shar’iah law when it comes to the so
called crime of apostasy in Islam…As we pray for Rifqa [Bary]’s
safety and a just resolution to her case, it highlights now more
than ever the need for lay Muslims to empower themselves in a new
religious freedom movement. Muslims need to demand that our scholars
and leaders start from scratch and sign petitions and write new law
(ijtihad) protecting the equality of apostates which is endorsed
by religious scholars in position of leadership or guidance in
American mosques and American Muslim organizations. These petitions,
opinions  (fatwas)  and  new  laws  (Shar’iah)  need  to  send  to  the
dustbin of history any hint whatsoever of an Islamic punishment for
apostasy. They should unequivocally repudiate any scholars who give
exceptions to the rule of equal human rights for all before the
state and family. They should make it clear that apostates deserve
the same full rights as Muslims. This can only happen through a
separation of mosque and state and a defeat of the idea of the
“Islamic” state.
                     —-M. Zuhdi Jasser September 2009
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