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Consider this claim against the IDF: “If you’re chasing a
murderer and he runs into a building full of kids, you can’t
just blow up the building.”

This  sounds  eminently  reasonable.  It  is  horrible  to
contemplate  blowing  up  an  entire  building  under  such
circumstances and killing all the inhabitants, the one guilty
person amongst a sea of innocent children.
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However,  consider,  also,  the  following:  Suppose  doing
precisely that is the only way to stop this killer. Suppose
that if you do not blow up the entire building, also killing
all the youngsters therein, the murderer will escape and, in
the future, he will assassinate many more kids than those who
are in that building right now.

Posit, further, that this building has only the murderer’s
progeny in it. Stipulate that the only way to save your own
kids is to blow up the building with his kids in it. He is a
cowardly  murderer,  using  his  own  children  as  shields.  He
depends upon your mercy, your decency, not to blow him up
along with his own kids. If you follow this path, you and your
whole family and all your offspring will be murdered. Tortured
too. These considerations, surely, put a different face in
these hypotheticals.

Hamas still holds some 100 innocent Israeli citizens hostage.
Israel usually operates on a 10 to 1 basis (it should be 100
to 1, but let that pass). Would the IDF then be justified in
taking hostage 1000 random Gazans, heavily weighted in the
direction of women and children, and matching their fate to
however  Hamas  deals  with  its  own  captives?  This  sounds
horrendous. But, what if it is the only way to safeguard the
lives of the Israelis now held by Hamas?

The Arab League met and unanimously demanded a cease-fire in
Gaza. The members of this organization include the following
countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan,  Kuwait,  Lebanon,  Libya,  Mauritania,  Morocco,  Oman,
Palestine,  Qatar,  Saudi  Arabia,  Somalia,  Sudan,  Syria,
Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. Did any of them
volunteer to accept as many as a single Gazan as a refugee?
No. Ditto for the UN. The latter group voted overwhelmingly
for an immediate cease-fire.

A Canadian immigration officer was once asked, in the late
1930s, how many Jewish refugees he would accept from Germany?
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“None is too many” was his infamous answer. It would appear
that the Arab League has borrowed a leaf from the Canadians.
That is exactly how many Gazan refugees they are willing to
accept. Hypocrisy, thy name is the Arab League.

Even strong supporters of Israel make too many concessions to
its enemies. For example, one such wrote: “Yes, many Jews
readily acknowledge, Israel bears its share of the blame for
this hundred-year conflict.” No. The only “blame” Israel bears
is being too soft of its enemies. Too many leaflets. Too many
warnings. Too much “mowing of the grass” when far harsher
responses would have been fully and entirely justified.

Ok, ok, I, too, will now bash Israel (who am I not to get on
the bandwagon?): Israel has had far too much socialism in its
past, and still has, at present. If it has been more open to
capitalism, to economic freedom, to liberty for entrepreneurs,
and less tolerant of labor unionism (Histadrut), it would have
been far wealthier than it now is. And, with greater economic
power it would have been more able to defend itself; less
dependent upon its fair-weather friends abroad.

Israel should never have given up the Sinai Peninsula, which
it won fair and square in a defensive war in 1967. If it now
had control over that relatively large land mass, it could
have banished the Gazans to that faraway place. Let them build
a few tunnels from that terrain.

As  to  the  bombings  and  the  tunnel  obliteration,  let  that
continue until all hostages are released, and Hamas surrenders
to Israel. Is that not the purpose of a war? To have the enemy
lay down its arms? This has not yet occurred. Far from it.
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