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Venus with Cupid the Honey Thief
Cranach the Elder German, 1580-1620)

Not that her love was denied us.
There it was tinged

With disappointment

It was once quietly

If spoke at all-

Her wish to be mother of a celebrity
Without it, deprived, owed.

I couldn’t then question

Such entitlement—

Where is it written?

By what right?

Light came from one
Remotest from fame—
Emily Dickinson’s

“Fame is a bee.

It has a buzz

It has a sting

Ah, too, it has a wing.”

More light-later:

No compliant offspring

No one at all

Can be your wing supplier.
Fame’s least requited author
Was propelled her whole life
By wings all her own.
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