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You, Psychiatrist,
Your skis
And tennis courts
Our nightmares
And stammers—
Our wanting to choose
Waiting in secret
To be chosen:
This fragile animal
Ghostly or real
Was never the Princess . . .

You with your suntanned face
Exemplary fitness
Voice trained by tape
Refined by one-way mirrors
Expect us to call you Prince
Precursor of cure.
But the one whose home
Is thought or dream
Or quest—the Pilgrim Prince
Himself—never was you.
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