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Four People — by Fay Singer

 

I can’t review it
I don’t much like the work
It’s not her best.

You must. She’s in debt.
Needs a sold-out show.

I’m an art critic
Not a bank.

This time, can’t you be both?
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When I saw the name
Of an old acquaintance
On the purchase list
I almost broke my silence.
But hadn’t he seen and chosen?
Wasn’t the lighting good?

My old Puritan background
Stirs forth—
Did I save her farm
But hurt the earth?

I expected punishment
Writer’s block, I thought
Not so. Not yet?

Something else—
My wife’s face
Avarice
Zeal to win
Hopeless distance
From the pure fact
Of creation…

To try to love her
I need darkened space;
Here, to my eyes—
Not enough darkness
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