The Steadfast Tin Soldier

by Evelyn Hooven (April 2025)

The Artist as St Sebastian (Egon Schiele, 1915)

I know now-

Hard to mourn
And come to know
At the same time.

My costume was frail
My dance wilder
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But the one
Who went up in flames
Was you.

In the legend

She 1s the one in motion
But for a fragment
Flames devour her
Entirely.

The soldier slowly
Lifts the fragment
Places it inside the coat
Right at his heart,

The steadfast soldier
Continues at his post
Sorrow alters his march
My own dance is lost
How must I move?
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