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In Arthur Koestler’s wartime novel Arrival and Departure, there is a striking scene where

the author introduces a prototypically modern Nazi diplomat who expounds on the intrinsically

modern and revolutionary character of the Third Reich, before descanting on a vision of

Europe, in which history and tradition are rendered a junkyard. It is worth quoting at some

length as it highlights a feature of the fascist imagination which is rarely explored with any

intellectual rigour and consistency.
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