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Günter Grass’s death in April 2015 (as I observed my birthday) reminds me that

in June 1984 I drove from Normandy to Brittany in order to visit Mont-St.

Michel. (The Grass connection will not be obvious immediately.) Acutely aware of

the  recent  fortieth  anniversary  celebrations  of  D-Day,  my  companion  and  I

decided to stop at the American military cemetery at St. James. (Odd name for a

French town, English, but appropriate given the circumstances.) The crosses and

stars of David were not easy for us to handle; there are few if any more solemn

sights.  more>>>
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