Christmas Lawfare

HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Yes, we're well into Advent and I'm a little behind with that
greeting, but better late than not at all.

Let’s move on. I have a question for all of you. I mean this
question very, very seriously and I really would like all of
you to answer it and, if you have the time, give me some, or
all, of the reasons for your answer. Here'’s the question:

Should it be illegal for non-Christians to
celebrate Christmas, Easter, or any other

Christian festival?

I'm asking this because I have recently been deeply offended
by an Advent Calendar I encountered in a non-Christian’s
house. I'm sure you all know the principle behind Advent
Calendars — there are twenty-four little compartments in such
a calendar and one compartment is opened each day from the
first of December onwards by the children of the household. In
each compartment there is a reading from the Holy Bible
detailing some part of the Christmas story together with an
appropriate number of little sweet treats for the younglings.
The purpose of the treats is to reinforce the messages in the
readings by associating them with the lovely taste of the
comestibles. In many families the Advent candles for that day
are lit as part of the same family moment. It’'s a lovely and
intimate way of marking off each day of waiting 1in
anticipation for our Saviour’s birthday.

However, in the household that I encountered the so-called
Advent Calendar it had cost a small fortune and wasn’t for the
children at all. Each of the compartments was enormous and
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each one was filled with several very expensive gew-gaws and
sparkly things each of which had a name tag tied to it bearing
the name of a guest at one of the forthcoming parties that
were yet to be thrown by my hosts between now and Christmas
Eve. There were no readings from the Holy Bible and no
suggestion at all that Advent was a Christian fast and period
of contrition that should be used to prepare oneself for
Christmas. When I (politely and privately) refused my gift and
(privately) explained to my hosts why I had done so (it was a
pagan artefact offered in a non-believing way at a Christian
time) I was met simply with blank looks. I very carefully
explained about Advent and expanded on my beliefs as a
Christian about it and I finally managed to get through to
them and explain what Advent-tide actually is. They genuinely
didn’t know, it seemed.

I also put it to them that if they had hi-jacked a symbol of
any other faith as they had hi-jacked the Advent Calendar and
Advent-tide they would be in severe trouble with many of their
‘progressive’ friends. They agreed, and they had no answer
when I asked them (politely and privately) why they thought it
right to hi-jack a Christian festival and its symbols, which
offended me — and, as it turned out later, several other
people at their party but I didn’t know that at the time - and
many other Christians but they wouldn’t dare hi-jack anything
from any other religion, it turned out that they couldn’t, or
wouldn’t, give me a straight answer.

This hi-jacking of Christian festivals and symbols to secular
purposes has been going on for a very long time, of course.
However, this year it seems to be worse than ever. The whole
Christmas marketing campaign got off the ground in October.
Songs that have nothing to do with Christianity or Christ’s
nativity are pushed as carols and belt out of every public
address system that one encounters. Traditional Christmas
carols have their words entirely rewritten to remove any
reference whatsoever to Christ or Christmas and then they too



are belted out a full volume from every loudspeaker that
unthinking, rude people can assemble. I find it deeply, deeply
offensive and I want it to stop.

It’s not just Christmas either. Look at Easter and what'’s
happened there. The non-Christians have hi-jacked that and
turned it into an excuse for binge eating chocolate, of all
things! That’s not just offensive; it’s so very, very rude as
to be completely beyond the pale as far as I'm concerned.

I want it made illegal for non-Christians to celebrate any
Christian festival whatsoever, and right just now I want to
start with Advent and Christmas.

As far as I'm concerned if you’re not a Christian then don’t
you dare use my religious festivities as an excuse for getting
rat-arsed at the works party, for filling your house with tat
and pretending that you give a damn, for buying a load of
pathetic junk for your kids instead of raising them properly
to love you without bribery, and most of all don’t you dare,
ever, ever, think that going to midnight mass, or the
watchnight service, on Christmas eve once a year whilst
leaving the kids with granny is enough.

It's not!

That you don’t know why it’s not doesn’t matter. That can
easily be explained to you.

It's the fact that you don’t care enough to want to know why
it’s not enough, that’s what matters.

I want my festivals back and starting now I'm campaigning to
make it illegal for non-Christians to celebrate any Christian
festival — especially Christmas and Easter.

If you’re not a Christian then just b r off and find
something else to do. Whilst the good news of Christmas is for
all, Christmas festivities are for Christians, not for drunken



pagan yobs with the all the spirituality of a half-brick in a
sock, or for the purveyors of overpriced tat and tasteless
‘fare’.

Merry Christmas to all believers.

Oh, and will air traffic control please ground those damned
flying reindeer — their jingling harness keeps me awake every
Christmas eve. Not to mention the damage that dratted sleigh
does to my solar panels!



