
French  President  Hollande’s
Message  to  Turkey:  Strike
ISIS not Kurds

French President Hollande and Turkish President Erdogan

The  revelations  about  the  Moroccan  Jihadi,  who  brave
Americans, Brit and French took down on the Thayles fast train
last Friday, clearly indicated Ayoub El-Kanazzi’s travels to
Turkey, were to confer with alleged French ISIS fighters. 
 Following the glowing tributes and medals bestowed at the
Elysee Palace to Americans, Spencer Stone, Alek Skarlatos and
Anthony Sadler and Brit Chris Norman, French President turned
his political attention to Turkey’s President Erdogan.  He
issued a statement today suggesting that Erdogan concentrate
hitting ISIS targets instead of Kurdish PKK forces in both
Syria and Iraq. Reuters reported these developments in an
article, “France’s Hollande: Turkey Needs to Ramp up Islamic
State Fight:”

 French President Francois Hollande said on Tuesday Turkey
must do more to tackle Islamic State in Syria and urged it
to restore dialogue with Kurdish groups after launching
strikes against them more than a month ago.

Hollande delivered his annual foreign policy speech to
French  ambassadors  a  day  after  the  Turkish  foreign
minister told Reuters that Turkey and the United States
would launch air operations to push Islamic State from a
border area in northern Syria, something that could help
prevent the militants bringing in fighters and arms in.

“All the players need to be part of the solution. I’m
thinking of Gulf Arab states and Iran. I’m thinking of
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Turkey that needs to be involved in the fight against
Islamic State and needs to relaunch dialogue with the
Kurds.” Hollande said.

Turkey’s critics say it has used its role in the U.S.-led
coalition  against  Islamic  State  as  a  cover  to  attack
Kurdish  PKK  fighters  and  stem  Kurdish  political  and
territorial  ambitions.  Ankara  says  it  is  conducting  a
“synchronized war on terror”

[…]

Hollande also said the deal reached with Iran over its
nuclear program opened a window of opportunity to include
it in resolving regional crises such as Syria, where it is
Assad’s primary backer.

“We must ask Iran to associate itself with the resolution
of crises that are devastating the region,” Hollande said.
“Iran must be a constructive player.”

Hollande is putting on brave face following the close call
last Friday with a heavily armed Moroccan Jihadist on the
Thalys train taken down by US, Brit and French heroes. He’s
requesting  that  Turkey’s  Islamist  President  Recep  Tayyip
Erdogan  go  after  ISIS  instead  of  the  PKK  and  Kurdish
resistance forces in both Iraq and Syria. Add to that hoping
that Iran, an accomplice in the Axis of Evil including Russia,
Syria and North Korea, would aid in removal of Bashar Assad is
truly  whistling  past  the  graveyard.  But  then  Hollande
acquiesced to approval of the Iran nuclear pact given glowing
economic opportunities for French companies like Total and
Peugeot.

 Erdogan is caught in a trap of his own making. He snookered
his admirer Obama by relenting on the use of the Incirlik air
base, while sending his F-16s to attack PKK bastions on the
Quandil Mountain in northern Iraq, leaving the USAF to attack
ISIS targets in Syria and Iraq. Then he rounded up the usual



PKK suspects in southeastern Turkey and found both he and his
security forces in an internal revolt by Kurds in Southeastern
Turkey.

Because the minority Kurdish party in the Ankara parliament,
the  HDP,  won  eighty  seats,  by  attacking  the  Kurds  inside
Turkey, that will ensure another political fiasco now that
he’s called for a new snap election in October. So-called
Conservative Kurds who fell for his sinuous Islamist appeal
are bailing, which translates to the HDP increasing its stake
of possible seats in this coming election. Add to that the
swooning Turkish economy. So, the neo Ottoman Sultan in Ankara
may find himself in a stalemate quagmire of his own making and
the  elusive  executive  authoritarian  Presidency  beyond  his
reach.

Having said all that Hollande unlike Obama is correct that
Turkey  has  to  shut  down  the  cross  border  flood  of  ISIS
wannabees into Syria. But then Erdogan wouldn’t make illicit
profits from the sale of antiquities and smuggled oil from the
Islamic State. Moreover, his ally, the IHH Muslim charity,
involved with the Mavi Marmara incident off Gaza in 2010,
wouldn’t  be  able  to  ship  cash  and  weapons  for  the  Sunni
supremacists in Raqaa, Syria. Further, his seeking that 60
mile  buffer  zone  in  northwest  Syria  abutting  the  Turkish
frontier may not become a reality. The US and others suggest
that a no-fly zone based on the model from the 1990’s in
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq may be the best solution. Besides the
buffer zone was supposed to solve two problems: a means of
sending back Syrian refugees and blunt a Kurdish push to seal
the frontier perhaps all the way to the Mediterranean. So,
thank you President Hollande for the honors you bestowed on
our  heroic  boys  and  for  the  clarity  of  your  message  to
Islamist recalcitrant, Turkish President Erdogan, an alleged
NATO ally. On Iran, M. Hollande, you bought into the nuclear
pact  because  of  glittering  economic  prizes  to  French
companies.  You may have inadvertently  have let loose the



dogs of war against Israel via proxy Hezbollah.

 


