Hundreds, maybe thousands, of
Chinese Uighurs fighting 1in
Syria

FromJihad Watch):

There are “many hundreds or thousands” of Chinese Uighurs
from the country’s western Xinjiang province involved with
the Islamic State (IS) or other groups to wage jihad in
Syria, according to a leading Chinese strategic expert who
advises the government on its West Asia policy.

The Chinese jihadists, involved “not only with the IS but
with other Syrian forces”, posed “a major threat” to China
if they returned home, warned Li Shaoxian, a long-term West
Asia expert and the Vice President of the China Institutes
of Contemporary International Relations, a Beijing think-
tank with ties to the Ministry of State Security.

“Whether there are Chinese citizens involved in IS, the
answer is certainly yes,” he said in an interaction with
journalists on Thursday.

“I don’t have the specific number but I think there are
possibly many hundreds, or thousands, of them. As a
researcher I have been following the situation closely. I
believe there are quite many Chinese citizens fighting in
Syria, not just with the IS but also other forces in Syria,
where there are all kinds of groups who have people
fighting who are from China.”
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