Iranian Officials Ratchet Up
Genocidal Anti-Israel
Rhetoric After Nuclear Deal

Steve Emerson writes at shows a soldier preparing for battle.
He puts on a Revolutionary Guard patch, and then a Qassam
Brigades headband, followed by a ski mask and a Palestinian
scarf around his neck, while arming himself with a machine gun
and a pistol. As he puts on a helmet, we see him looking over
Jerusalem’s Temple Mount, home of the Dome of the Rock and Al
Agsa mosque. The image pulls back, showing the soldier amid a
sea of conquering troops.

A concluding message invokes Ayatollah Khomeini’'s threat
that Israel must be wiped off the map and promises that day
is coming soon.
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A conference held in Beirut late last month reinforced that
message over and over again. The General Assembly of
Islamic Resistance Ulema (Scholars) held its first
gathering under the banner “Unity for Palestine.” The
weekend meeting included fiery rhetoric from an Iranian
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ayatollah and Hizballah’'s leader Hassan Nasrallah.

“Annihilation of the Zionist regime is a sure thing and
Quranic pledge,” Ayatollah Mohsen Araki runs the Department
of International Islamic Madrasas for the General Assembly
of Islamic Resistance Ulema, maintained the theme,
insisting there is no peaceful resolution that would end in
Iran’s acceptance of a Jewish state.
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“Israel must be erased from the map of the world. These are
the golden words Imam Khomeini (may God have mercy on him)
uttered. Why do we assert the obligation of erasing Israel
from the world, and not speak of erasing America and other
unjust countries from the world? We in Iran say slogans in
marches, Death to Israel, Death to America, Death to the
English, and so forth and so on.”

Iran considers America the “greater Satan,” Zamani went on
to say, but the Islamic Republic respects other governments
which were chosen by their people. By contrast, he claimed
Israel is not legitimate: “I say that the example of the
rule of the Zionists is the example of thieves who attack a
house and occupy the house and the people of the house
defend their house.”
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Sheikh Abdel Halim Qadhi, a professor at Zahidan
University, explained that the conflict is inherently about
religion. “[T]he Holy Quran makes it know that Jews are the
enemies of Islam and the Muslims, and their holy places and
rites,” he said.

“Jihad 1is the most powerful and only way to liberate
Palestine and defend Jerusalem,” he added, saying “God
loves those who fight in his way.”
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In a final statement from conference attendees, the group
emphasized “the first and most important obligation is to
unite the Umma to liberate the holy Al-Agsa Mosque” in
Jerusalem, published a 416-page book earlier this month
outlining the destruction of Israel, referring to the
Jewish state as an ally of “The American Great Satan.”

The book features a long-term strategy that entails
terrorizing Israel in a war of attrition that would lead to
Jews leaving Israel for other countries.

Supporters of the nuclear deal say it’s a fantasy to expect
a better outcome should Congress override President Obama’s
expected veto of a vote to defeat the agreement. The
combined statements of Iran and its supporting clerics
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makes clear, however, that the true fantasy is any
expectation Iran will turn away from terror as a result of
its engagement with world powers.



