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Currently, many states are attempting to pass-or have passed-
legislation which would preclude other forms of law being
incorporated into state law. To be specific, the particular
law they are trying to avoid is Islamic law-sharia (though
they must avoid specifically targeting Islamic law as opposed
to those of other religions). Correspondingly, Islamic leaders
in the US are trying to combat this trend and prevent said
laws from being passed. On one front, Muslim leaders in the US
are involved in a public relations drive to convince non-
Muslims that sharia law is perfectly compatible with the US
Constitution and US law. It is not, and it is very easy to
prove it.

Sharia in Arabic means, “straight path.” In the early time of
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Islam  it  referred  to  the  straight  path  to  water,  life’s
necessity. Since Islam is designed to guide virtually every
aspect of the believer’s life, sharia is quite detailed. Its
two  main  sources  are  the  Qu’ran  and  the  Sunnah  (sayings,
actions  and  approvals  of  the  Prophet  Mohammad).  Its
interpretation through the centuries has come from the learned
Islamic scholars.

Much of sharia is benign and related to principles of how one
worships, marriage, divorce, financial rights etc. There are
also civil and criminal aspects and punishments for criminal
violations.  Aside  from  the  obvious  discriminatory  details
regarding women and non-Muslims, it is in the area of criminal
punishments that sharia is most problematic.

This past weekend, I attended a 


