Jihad Murderer Barghouti 1is
Running for Palestinian
Authority President

by Hugh Fitzgerald

Mahmoud Abbas must be kicking himself. Why did he ever think
it would be a good idea to call for parliamentary and
presidential elections? He had, after all, gotten along quite
well without them. The Palestinian President-for-Life is now
entering the 16th year of his four-year term. But he wanted to
show the Biden people that he was, in truth, deeply
democratic, and what better way — indeed, the only way — to
show that was to insist upon elections. Besides, he figured
everything would go according to plan. His handpicked list of
Fatah candidates would win a majority in the Parliament. And
he would not face any serious opposition in the Presidential
race. Abbas would make sure, with carrots and sticks, that
Hamas would not field a presidential candidate. The carrots
were “jobs for the boys” — Hamas leaders’ relatives suddenly
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offered employment with the PA, or other financial inducements
(including bribes); the sticks would be visits by Fatah
enforcers to Hamas leaders, telling them not even to think of
running; both worked, and Hamas announced it would not put up
a candidate for the presidency. And Mahmoud Abbas figured that
both of his most dangerous, because much more popular, rivals
— Mohammed Dahlan and Marwan Barghouti — would for different
reasons not be able to run.

Mohammed Dahlan, who for the past decade has lived in the
United Arab Emirates, where he became a counsellor to Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, and is now known as “the Emirates’
favorite Palestinian.” Dahlan once headed a small army of
Fatah members in Gaza; at the time some called Gaza
Dahlanistan, until Hamas came to power in 2007 and drove the
Fatah men out. In the West Bank, Dahlan soon became a rival of
Mahmoud Abbas who, to get rid of him arranged to. have him
arrested, put on trial, and convicted of “embezzlement” — a
charge that took a good deal of chutzpah for Abbas to make,
given that he has himself acquired a fortune of $400 million,
largely by helping himself to aid meant for ordinary
Palestinians. The conviction was important for Abbas, because
it made Dahlan ineligible to ever run for office. And now
that’s particularly important, given that in opinion polls,
Dahlan consistently wins 60% of the vote against Abbas.

The second possible candidate for PA president is Marwan
Barghouti. Like Dahlan, in a face-off with Abbas he would win
60% of the vote. He’s a member of one of the largest and most
powerful clans in the West Bank; there are Barghoutis
everywhere. Marwan Barghouti has only one handicap — it’s the
very thing that makes him so popular. He’'s currently serving
five life sentences (plus 40 years) for being involved in
murdering five Israelis. Abbas may try to disqualify him,
insisting that if Barghouti won, he could not govern from an
Israeli prison. But that’'s not necessarily the case.
Politicians have been known to govern from jail. Americans may



remember James Michael Curley, who served as Mayor of Boston
for two years from his prison cell. Barghouti has made sure
that his wife is running for the Palestinian Legislative
Council. He could govern by employing her, and a group of male
Barghoutis, along with Nasser al-Kidwa, as his proxies. They
could be sent directives from his prison cell. He could even
use the Internet to broadcast his messages to his people. It’s
not crazy — Marwan Barghouti would be “working from home.”
Barghouti, it turns out, much to the chagrin of Mahmoud Abbas,
has decided to run.

There 1s another possible way for Abbas to remain as
president, aside from cancelling the elections. That is to
declare that “because of his genuine remorse for his long-past
defalcation, and because he has earned gratitude for
persuading the UAE to deliver 50,000 dose of coronavirus
vaccine to the Palestinian people, Mohammad Dahlan is hereby
declared eligible to run for president of the Palestinian
Authority.” Then Abbas can hope that his two rivals will split
almost evenly the 60% of the electorate that is against him,
while he wins with a plurality of 40%. It’s not impossible,
when you'’re dealing with Mahmoud Abbas, President-For-Life.

A report on this new challenge to Mahmoud Abbas is here:
“Marwan Barghouti to run in PA presidential election,” by
Khaled Abu Toameh, Jihad Watch.
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