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Mahmoud Abbas is in the sixteenth year of his four-year-term
as President of the Palestinian Authority. He is best known
for his despotic ways and his epic corruption. He has amassed
a private fortune of $400 million, money diverted from foreign
aid and from louche business deals he has made for himself and
his  two  sons  Tareq  and  Yasser.  He  has  provided  well-paid
government jobs to his own relatives and to the relatives of
others in the PA government, whose loyalty to him is thus
assured. He is now deeply unpopular; in public opinion polls,
he would lose the presidency, garnering at most 40% of the
vote, no matter who the other candidate might be. More on
Abbas and his decline and likely fall, is here: “The Final
Countdown  to  Abbas’  Rule  Is  Gaining  Pace,”  by  David
Hacham,  Jihad  Watch.
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