Questions for the New York
Times After Its Latest Blood
Libel of Israel

by Hugh Fitzgerald
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The New York Times recently carried on its front page
photographs of 67 children, Arab and Jewish, who died during
the recent conflict between Hamas and Israel, over the caption
“They Were Just Children.” Under each child’s photo, the Times
had provided the name of the party responsible for the child’s
death; for 64 of the photos, “Israel” was declared
responsible. More on this atrocious story is here: “‘The New
York Times'’' Repackages a Classic Blood Libel,” by James
Sinkinson, Here is one example.

The astonishingly low ratio — 1:3 — of civilian-to-fighter
casualties in Gaza 1is based on figures from the IDF, which
believes it killed 225 Hamas fighters, with about 75 civilians
killed. That is an amazing figure; in modern warfare the ratio
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of civilians-to-fighters killed is ordinarily at least 3:1.
But because of the enormous efforts Israel makes to warn
civilians away from its targets, sometimes giving them as much
as two hours warning to flee, civilian casualties were kept
very low, despite Hamas' deliberate efforts to increase them.
That two-hours warning was what Israel provided to the
residents of the media tower, the Al-Jalaa Building, that
received so much attention because the AP offices were located
there, along with the actual target of the IAF, Hamas weapons
development and intelligence facilities.

He [Colonel Richard Kemp] also states that the civilian
casualties that did occur could be seen in light of Hamas’s
tactical use of Gazan civilians “as human shields, to hide
behind, to stand between Israeli forces and their own
fighters,” and strategic exploitation of their deaths in the
media....

Questions for the Grey Lady:

Why have you never published a front-page collage, or even one
on an inside page, of children killed in any of two dozen
recent conflicts, such continuing wars as those in Libya,
Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Iraq, and Ethiopia?

Why, in your coverage of the children who died in the latest
Gaza war, did you make no mention of Hamas' deliberate use of
human shields, including children, by hiding its rockets in,
and launching them from, civilian buildings such as
kindergartens, schools, hospitals, and apartment buildings?

Why, in your coverage of the children who died in the Gaza
war, did you make no mention of the fact that some were known
to have been killed by the 680 Hamas rockets aimed at Israel
but fell short, and struck people inside Gaza?

Why, in your coverage of the children killed in Gaza, did you
not subsequently let your readers know that several of those



“children” whose photographs appeared were in their late
teens, and were members of Hamas and the Palestinian
Muhajideen Movement?

Why did The New York Times publish in its “They Were Only
Children” collage a 2015 stock photo of a young girl, claiming
Israeli forces killed her during the May 2021 war with Hamas?
Why did it never apologize for that error?

Why did you not make any mention in the text that accompanies
the photos of 67 dead children that Israeli pilots aborted
missions when they detected children too close to the target?

Why do you nowhere mention, in the text accompanying the
collage of photos of children killed in the war, Israel’s
various methods to minimize civilian casualties? These include
warning the inhabitants of impending targets through phone
calls, leafletting, emails, and the “knock-on-the-roof
technique,” giving them time — sometimes as much as two hours
— to flee. Wasn’t all that worth mentioning?

Why do you trust the figures released by Hamas of “67
children” killed when, from the three previous Hamas-Israel
wars, the numbers put out by Hamas proved, upon further
investigation, to have been grossly inflated? Given that
history, shouldn’t we be skeptical of Hamas this time?

Do we have any reason, on the other hand, to think that the
figures about casualties provided by the IDF are to be
trusted? Doesn’t the IDF have a long track record of putting
out reliable figures?

That’s enough questions for now. I'm sure your continued
skewed coverage of the Hamas-Israel conflict will prompt still
others.
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