School pulls event with
former Islamic State sex
slave over fears 1t would
‘foster Islamophobia’

From the Teleqgraph

A Canadian school has been forced to apologise after a book
club event with Nadia Murad, a Nobel Prize-winner and former
Islamic State sex slave, was cancelled over fears it would
“foster Islamaphobia.”

= Helen Fisher, the superintendent at the Toronto District
School Board, voiced her concerns over Ms Murad’s ‘The Last
Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic
State’ and said that her students would not participate in a
sit-down event with the author scheduled for February. The
move drew wide criticism, and the board has been forced to
clarify that these views are not its official position and
that it will be reviewing the books.

Ms Murad’s frightening story details her family being executed
and how she was snatched from her home and sold into sexual
slavery. She was raped, tortured and exchanged among militants
in northern Iraq before escaping. She is a Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, UN Goodwill Ambassador, and a leading advocate for
survivors of genocide and sexual violence.

After Ms Fisher’'s claims, Tanya Lee, a Toronto mother and
entrepreneur who runs the book club for teenage girls called A
Room Of Your Own said she sent an email back with information
about Islamic State from the BBC and CNN, according to the
Globe and Mail.

n

“This 1is what Islamic State means, Ms Lee wrote to the
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superintendent. “It 1s a terrorist organisation. It has
nothing to do with ordinary Muslims. The TDSB should be aware
of the difference.”

Ms Lee, who would like to open up the book club to young girls
from the UK, told the Telegraph: “The book club event for ‘A
Room Of Your Own Book Club’ with Nadia Murad will go ahead
across Canada in February. The TDSB has not committed to
letting their students attend. This is unfortunate for all
involved. A great loss to the students, community, and
educators at the TDSB.

“The school board withdrawing their support means that they
are not putting their students first- only their
administration. Nadia Murad is a Nobel Peace Prize winning
author and Human Rights Activist. We have so much to learn
from her about the Triumph of The Human Spirit and the Will

and The Ability to help others overcome tragedy. Nadia and
her activism is an example to us all in all societies around
the world.”



