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The Enlightenment of the 18th century, whose principles enabled the rise of

secular democracy, egalitarianism and human rights, was made flesh in the French

Revolution and inscribed in our Constitution as the foundation of our country’s

statutes and political identity. It also made possible the scientific revolution

that began in the previous century even as it provoked persecution of scientific

free-thinkers by the Catholic church, whose doctrines and power structures were

directly threatened.  more>>>
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