
The  Addicted,  Petty,  and
Hysterical Left
By Victor Davis Hanson

Donald Trump won the 2024 election in part because the left’s
hysterical style of attacking Trump no longer worked.
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de of this unhinged furor, it proved worthless in winning
public support—and for two simple reasons.

One,  after  years  of  Russian  collusion  hoaxes,  the  laptop
disinformation farce, and the warped lies about the “suckers”
and  “fine  people  on  both  sides”—the  shrill  left  became
predictable.

So,  the  bored  public  began  tuning  them  out,  switching
channels, hitting the mute button, and pulling the plug.

Like  the  deleterious  effects  of  inflation  that  eventually
render  a  currency  worthless,  nonstop  hectoring,  hysterics,
pontification, and distortion finally made all such criticisms
of Trump mostly as valueless as 1930s German marks.

Second,  the  wearied  public  never  heard  reasoned
counterarguments from the likes of a Rachel Maddow. Instead,
on spec, she kept mouthing, “The walls are closing in” on
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Trump.

Joe Biden did not explain why his open border was a better
idea than Trump’s closed one. He preferred mumbling about
“semi-fascists!” and “ultra-MAGA!”

The  Never  Trumpers  did  not  critique  the  Trump  deficits.
Instead,  they  hammered  away  that  Trump  was  Hitler,  or
Mussolini, or Putin—or just a dangerous dictator or autocrat.

Angry retired generals never demonstrated why Trump was, in
their view, an existential threat to democracy. Instead, they
shouted  nonstop  in  op-eds  and  interviews  that  he  was  a
fascist, Nazi-like, no different from the guards at Auschwitz,
a pathological liar, and should be summarily removed.

Worn-out voters began to understand these psychodramas were
substitutes  for  substantive  criticism  or  occasions  for
legitimate debate.

Indeed,  the  exhausted  public  finally  concluded  that  the
hysterics increased in direct proportion to the poverty of the
charges.

So, what did ten years of such derangement achieve for the
left?

Trump now has control of the White House and both houses of
Congress operate under Republican majorities.

The  Supreme  Court  is  mostly  conservative.  Almost  all  of
Trump’s issues—the border, immigration, the economy, foreign
policy, and crime—poll well over 50 percent.

No matter, the left is still hammering away at the trivial and
irrelevant—and remains paralyzed in furor and hysterics.

When Snoop Dogg performed for the Trump inauguration, Ann
Navarro of The View, in racist fashion, called the African-
American rapper “a trained seal.”



When Pete Hegseth went before the Senate for confirmation as
Secretary of Defense nominee, Democrats asked almost nothing
about nuclear strategy, recruitment shortfalls, or a paucity
of artillery shells.

Instead, what followed were animated gotcha lectures about
Hegseth’s prior adultery.

No sooner had Hegseth finished his successful audit than the
left rounded up his former sister-in-law, now divorced from
his brother.

A hardcore Democrat, she confessed she wanted his nomination
rejected. She further claimed—with no evidence—that she had
“heard” from his ex-wife that Hegseth was a wife-beater.

His former wife immediately denied the charges. She pointed to
their prior divorce settlement that recorded neither had ever
lodged such a complaint against the other.

Next, the left went after Elon Musk. Recently, he had finished
an address by touching his heart and then extending his arm
out to the crowd.

To  the  left,  that  greeting  now  became  proof  of  a  “Nazi
salute.”

Yet in no time, the internet cited photos of Hillary Clinton,
Barack Obama, and Elizabeth Warren all extending their stiff
arms out in identical fashion to Musk.

We  were  next  told  by  critics  that  Donald  Trump  was  not
technically president because he did not place his left hand
on the Bible as he swore his presidential oath.

The Constitution, of course, demands no such act. But it does
explicitly state that no religious test shall be required to
hold public office.

During a National Prayer Service for newly sworn-in President



Trump, the Episcopal bishop of Washington D.C., Mariann Budde,
hijacked the sermon. She rebuked Trump—sitting right in front
of her—because he supposedly had portrayed illegal aliens and
transgendered children “in the harshest of lights.”

Budde later bragged that had she used the occasion to sandbag
Trump with a “one-on-one conversation.”

She talked grandly of mercy, but not of the thousands of
Americans who have been physically assaulted or attacked by
illegal  aliens,  or  tens  of  thousands  of  deaths  due  to
illegally imported fentanyl, or the unfairness of open borders
to legal immigrant applicants, or the suffering of our citizen
poor when their social services are overwhelmed by some 12
million illegal entries of the last four years.

In sum, the left wants no debate because they know voters have
rejected what they saw and suffered during the last four years
of the Biden administration.
Forgetting nothing, learning nothing, like zombies, leftists
keep screaming banalities. But like addicts and their feel-
good fixes, their hysterics only further turn off the public
as they destroy themselves.
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