
Top French court upholds ban
on Muslim abayas in schools
From France 24

The  State  Council,  France’s  highest  court  for  complaints
against government authorities, said it had rejected a motion
by an association for an injunction against the ban decreed by
the government last month, saying it was not discriminatory
towards Muslims.

…an association representing Muslims filed a motion with the
State Council, France’s highest court for complaints against
state authorities, for an injunction against the ban on the
abaya  and  the  qamis,  its  equivalent  dress  for  men.  The
association argued the ban was discriminatory and could incite
hatred against Muslims, as well as racial profiling.

The State Council has been examining the motion, filed by the
Action for the Rights of Muslims (ADM), since Tuesday, and
ruled in favour of maintaining the ban on Thursday.

France’s Council of the Muslim Faith (CFCM), established to
represent Muslims before the government, warned that banning
the abaya could create “an elevated risk of discrimination”
and said it was considering putting its own complaint before
the State Council.

ADM’s  lawyer,  Vincent  Brengarth,  argued  during  the  court
hearing that the abaya should be considered a traditional
garment, not a religious one. He also accused the government
of seeking political advantage with the ban. ADM president
Sihem Zine said the rule was “sexist” because it singles out
girls and “targets Arabs”.

But the education ministry said the abaya made its wearers
“immediately  recognisable  as  belonging  to  the  Muslim
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religion”.


