We must stop sweeping woke
antisemitism under the rug

Ignorance may not be antisemitic, but crafty denial of history
is, as 1is skewing Jewish values to bolster up false claims.
Op-ed.

» &

A

a
‘,-.

. 0
r
’. - B

by Matthew M. Hausman, J.D.

How effectively 1is the Jewish establishment confronting
intolerance?

In a recent editorial, Morton Klein and Elizabeth Berney of
the Zionist Organization of America criticized the ADL’s
latest report on radical violence, “Murder and Extremism in
the United States in 2021,” arguing that it focused on white
supremacism but downplayed threats from minority extremists.

Similarly, critics of the secular liberal establishment lament
its tendency to understate progressive bigotry and excess.
Indeed, politics seems to set the tone for those communal
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leaders who appear restrained when social justice warriors
target Jews and their institutions, leftist professors malign
Israel on college campuses, or progressives promote global
conspiracy theories on their social media platforms.

This begs the question of whether cultural survival 1is
possible when Jewish identity 1is conflated with partisan
politics. Or whether invoking tradition in name while equating
it with modern progressive values — many of which contravene
traditional Judaism — will instead facilitate assimilation.

Those who believe political progressivism is synonymous with
Jewish prophetic tradition are just as misinformed as
evangelicals who claim Jews can only be “completed” by
accepting Christianity. Neither view has any foundation in
Jewish Scripture or tradition.

The more confounding question is whether activists who equate
Jewish advocacy with jingoism or ethnocentricity can honestly
claim concern for Jewish continuity. While many liberals pay
lip service to heritage, they also support organizations
hostile to traditional Jewish priorities. Can they be
effective guardians against antisemitism if they ignore Jew-
hatred from the left? Is it chauvinistic to rebuke
antisemitism in minority communities?

Incredibly, some progressives claim Jews are part of the power
structure and that, accordingly, anti-Jewish bias in minority
communities 1is understandable or even justified. The
insidiousness of such woke drivel, however, has finally
alarmed some within the liberal mainstream and spurred protest
resignations from radical synagogues where anti-Israel
activists are validated..
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